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Prepositions
1. What is a preposition?

A preposition is an element that creates a connection between two or more parts of the sentence. Normally it appears before a noun, a pronoun, a gerund form or a phrase. It can comprise one, two or even three words.



She found the money under the sofa.



The police accused him of robbing the bank.



You will find the eggs next to the milk.

2. The preposition’s place

There are cases when the preposition position may change:

a) in the beginning of wh-questions

To whom did she send the letter?

At which school do they study?

b) when the subordinate phrase used requires a particular preposition

They didn’t know at which terminal the plane was arriving.

I would like to know to whom you were talking.

3. Time prepositions

After

_________________________________________________________________

At

_________________________________________________________________

Before

_________________________________________________________________

Between

_________________________________________________________________

By

_________________________________________________________________

During

_________________________________________________________________

For

_________________________________________________________________

From… to

_________________________________________________________________

In

_________________________________________________________________

On

_________________________________________________________________

Since

_________________________________________________________________

Till

_________________________________________________________________

Until

_________________________________________________________________

ATTENTION:
some expressions do not require preposition.




For example:




today, tonight




this morning, this Wednesday




yesterday, yesterday evening




last night, last week




tomorrow, tomorrow morning




next month, next Summer

4. Space prepositions

Above

_________________________________________________________________

Across

_________________________________________________________________

Along

_________________________________________________________________

Among

_________________________________________________________________

Around

_________________________________________________________________

At

_________________________________________________________________

Behind

_________________________________________________________________

Below

_________________________________________________________________

Beneath

_________________________________________________________________

Beside

_________________________________________________________________

Between

_________________________________________________________________

By

_________________________________________________________________

Down

_________________________________________________________________

From

_________________________________________________________________

In

_________________________________________________________________

In front of

_________________________________________________________________

Inside

_________________________________________________________________

Into

_________________________________________________________________

Near

_________________________________________________________________

Next to

_________________________________________________________________

Off

_________________________________________________________________

On

_________________________________________________________________

Onto

_________________________________________________________________

Opposite

_________________________________________________________________

Out of

_________________________________________________________________

Over

_________________________________________________________________

Past

_________________________________________________________________

Round

_________________________________________________________________

Through

_________________________________________________________________

To

_________________________________________________________________

Towards

_________________________________________________________________

Under

_________________________________________________________________

Up

_________________________________________________________________

ATTENTION:
Other meanings for these prepositions and new ones.




About

_________________________________________________________________




Around

_________________________________________________________________




By

_________________________________________________________________




Into

_________________________________________________________________




Of

_________________________________________________________________




Over

_________________________________________________________________




With

_________________________________________________________________

Without

_________________________________________________________________

5. Verbs that require certain prepositions

Some verbs require specific prepositions in order to better convey their main sense. Here are some of them:

ABOUT 

Ask


_______________________________________________

Care


_______________________________________________

Complain

_______________________________________________

Disagree

_______________________________________________

AT 

Aim


_______________________________________________

Arrive


_______________________________________________

FOR

Blame


_______________________________________________

Pay


_______________________________________________

Search


_______________________________________________

Vote


_______________________________________________

FROM 

Escape

_______________________________________________

Prevent
_______________________________________________

Recover
_______________________________________________

Suffer

_______________________________________________

IN 

Invest

_______________________________________________

OF 

Approve
_______________________________________________

Accuse

_______________________________________________

ON

Depend
_______________________________________________

Insist

_______________________________________________

Rely

_______________________________________________

TO
Apologize
_______________________________________________

Belong

_______________________________________________

Explain
_______________________________________________

Object

_______________________________________________

Prefer

_______________________________________________

Refer

_______________________________________________

Reply

_______________________________________________

WITH
Argue

_______________________________________________

Cope

_______________________________________________

Disagree
_______________________________________________

Provide
_______________________________________________

6. Phrasal Verbs

There are over 12.000 phrasal verbs.

They can have a literal or an idiomatic meaning, depending on the context.




John did not know that word so he looked it up in a dictionary.
They can be transitive or intransitive.




He turned off the light and went to bed.




She couldn’t find it after two hours of searching, so she gave up.

They can be separated or not.




She is a very strict teacher; she is always telling her students off.




We need to go shopping, because we ran out of milk.

ATTENTION:
When a phrasal verb has a simple verb as a synonymous, that version should be used in formal contexts. 

to get over an illness =  to recover from an illness

to ring someone up = to telephone someone
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